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thrown around him for his protection. The drawbridges over
the moats surrounding the castle had been pulled up upon
the arrival of my "army" the day previous, and they were
still up. The Emperor had not emerged, and had no intention
of doing so.
I was able to locate Count Bentinck, and called his atten-
tion to the pledge to carry a message to the Kaiser. A gentle-
man keeps his promises. I penned the note on the stationery
of the Hotel Lievendahl, and at the suggestion of Bentinck
addressed the Kaiser as "His Majesty the Kaiser." I urged a
personal audience, or, failing this, his written comment on
various subjects, including the Allied threat to bring him to
trial; also on President Wilson's fourteen points.
' The Count took the message, and with it was informed that
I should remain in Amerongen until assured that the Kaiser
had personally read it and decided to speak or to remain silent.
Count Bentinck returned some hours later with the dec-
laration that the Emperor had read the message, and had then
summoned his Court Counselor, General von Gontard, and
ordered him to inform the correspondent personally of the
imperial decision to say nothing.
Von Gontard had, in turn, summoned Bentinck and asked
him to hand the imperial decision to the correspondent, with
the General's regrets, as he did not care to talk to an Amer-
ican unless it was wholly necessary, and that, anyway, he did
not speak English.
Thus ended a rather expensive expedition which did not
lead to an interview with the Kaiser. It resulted, however,
in a long cable to the New York Tribune giving for the first
time a close-up picture of the ex-War Lord in exile, living in
mortal terror of personal violence and kidnaping. It was pub-
lished under a seven column headline.
I quote briefly from this cable: